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are so important and why I wanted someone
of great talent, great stature, and great wisdom
to lead in that effort here in the United States.
No one fills that bill like George Mitchell. He
will oversee the White House Conference on
Trade and Investment in Ireland which will be
held in April of next year in Philadelphia. I’ve
asked him to ensure implementation of all the
initiatives we announced last month, to explore
additional opportunities for helping peace and
prosperity grow in Ireland. He’ll consult with
the International Fund for Ireland, with the
Congress, and with others to strengthen the
Fund’s programs. He’ll also begin a dialog with

the European Union, its individual member na-
tions, and other nations to promote economic
development in all these areas.

I believe in the weeks and months ahead,
the people of Ireland will come to respect and
admire George Mitchell just as much as all of
us here in the United States have.

George, I am delighted today to be able to
say thank you, again, for public service, and
not just farewell.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:27 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks on Defense Readiness and an Exchange With Reporters
December 1, 1994

The President. Good afternoon. Secretary
Perry, General Shalikashvili, members of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, I have pledged that
throughout the life of this administration, our
military will remain the best trained, the best
equipped, the best prepared fighting force on
Earth. I’m happy to be here today with Sec-
retary Perry and with the Joint Chiefs to rein-
force that commitment and to announce a new
initiative to ensure military readiness and to give
our military and their families the support they
deserve.

During our first year in office, we undertook
a fundamental review from the bottom up of
our Nation’s defense capacity and our strategy.
Building on the efforts of the previous adminis-
tration and bipartisan support in the Congress,
we continue to restructure our Nation’s military
forces to meet the challenges to American lead-
ership in the post-cold-war era. I directed that
our Armed Forces be ready to face two major
regional conflicts occurring almost simulta-
neously. Since then, I have repeatedly resisted
calls to cut our forces further, to cut our budget
below the levels recommended in that bottom-
up review, and I have drawn the line against
further defense cuts.

During these past 2 years, our military has
time and again demonstrated its readiness and
its war-fighting and peacekeeping capabilities.
From Korea to Macedonia to Rwanda and Haiti,
we have placed great burdens on our men and

women in uniform, and they have responded
magnificently. They have demonstrated a truly
outstanding ability to deploy quickly, provide se-
curity, and to help ensure stability.

When our forces deployed with extraordinary
speed and efficiency to the Persian Gulf in Oc-
tober, Saddam Hussein got the message. We
decisively deterred the Iraqi threat to the re-
gion’s security. And when our armed services,
cooperating in an unprecedented fashion, stood
ready to back up our diplomatic efforts in Haiti,
we helped set the stage for restoration of de-
mocracy in that nation.

Whether our forces are engaged in combat,
acting as peacekeepers, or delivering humani-
tarian assistance, we must continue to review
their requirements, provide adequate funding,
and keep our military edge. Secretary Perry and
I have repeatedly stated that our number one
commitment is to the readiness and well-being
of our men and women in uniform.

I’m announcing today a five-part initiative to
ensure that our Armed Forces receive the re-
sources and the support they need to continue
their high standard of performance. First, I in-
tend to ask Congress to add an additional $25
billion to our planned defense budgets over the
next 6 years. Second, I will seek the full pay
raise allowed by law for our uniformed military
through the turn of the century. Third, I will
fully support other quality-of-life initiatives
which were outlined by Secretary Perry last
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month. We will spend what is required to en-
sure that our military live in adequate housing
and are provided the necessary child care and
receive the support they and their families need
to serve our Nation. Fourth, I will ask the Con-
gress to provide for real growth in the defense
budget during the last 2 years of our next 6-
year plan to help ensure that the American mili-
tary enters the 21st century with the most mod-
ern equipment available. And finally, we will
send to Congress with our budget next year
an emergency supplemental funding for the cur-
rent fiscal year to reimburse the military for
its unanticipated expenditures with the oper-
ations in the Gulf, the Adriatic, Haiti, and else-
where and to protect us from dipping into im-
portant readiness funding. These funds will en-
able us to maintain the readiness and training
we will need to accomplish our missions in the
coming year.

I urge Congress to quickly approve this sup-
plemental request so that we do not face the
kind of problems we confronted this fall when
Congress delayed its approval of the last supple-
mental funding request.

These actions I’m announcing today reinforce
our administration’s commitment and my per-
sonal commitment to maintaining the highest
training standards for our military, to preparing
them to depart on missions around the world
at a moment’s notice. They will ensure that our
men and women in uniform can be assured that
their families are getting the kind of support
they need and deserve. We ask much of our
military, and we owe much to them in return.

Our Armed Forces are the backbone of our
national security strategy. They stand behind our
efforts to maintain peace and security all around
the world. I call on the new Congress to give
these initiatives their full support.

Thank you very much.

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, are you ready to send U.S.

ground troops to Bosnia to help in any evacu-
ation of U.N. peacekeepers if that is necessary?

The President. There has been no discussion
of that, and the U.N. peacekeepers have not
decided to leave Bosnia.

Thank you.

Defense Readiness

Q. Mr. President, some critics might argue
that your action today is a passive admission
that defense has been cut too much.

The President. That’s not right. What we have
done—I’ll remind you, we started out, when
I became President—when I became President
I said, we have a commitment to maintain readi-
ness and the quality of life for our troops; we
have a commitment to be able to meet our
strategic mission, which is principally to be able
to conduct two regional conflicts nearly simulta-
neously. We have reviewed that; we have man-
aged that. In the last 2 years, we have also
had significant costs for other things, as you
know. And our military has performed very well
in Haiti, in the Gulf, in dealing with the migra-
tion problems in Cuba, in Haiti, and in many,
many other areas. We’ve also stepped up a lot
of our operations in the Adriatic and in the
area around Bosnia.

So we have had a lot of unanticipated costs.
And what we’ve tried to do is to look at this
and then decide what it would take to maintain
our readiness in the short term and in the long
run. The short-term problems can be readily
remedied by the emergency supplemental that
I’ve asked for and by the budgetary changes
that I am making. The long-term problems will
require the adoption of this five-point plan.

We are moving into the future with a very
aggressive strategy. It is consistent with the com-
mitments I made when I came here. And we
have seen the military, frankly, have to deal
with an amazing number and variety of unantici-
pated challenges. They have done so with great
skill, but now they need the support that I think
we ought to give them.

And in this era when we are definitely going
to continue to reduce the size of the budget,
we are going to continue to cut Government,
we are going to give the American people a
leaner Government, I still believe the people
of this country expect us to do right by our
men and women in uniform and to maintain
our readiness and preparedness and to plan for
the future. And that’s what this budget does.
That’s my job; that’s the Secretary of Defense’s
job; that’s the Joint Chiefs’ job, and we’re here
doing it today.
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Thank you. NOTE: The President spoke at 12:54 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Seismic Safety of Existing Federally
Owned or Leased Buildings
December 1, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Under Public Law 101–614 the President is

to adopt, no later than December 1, 1994,
‘‘standards for assessing and enhancing the seis-
mic safety of existing buildings constructed for
or leased by the Federal Government which
were designed and constructed without adequate
seismic design and construction standards.’’ The
statute gave the task of developing the standards
to the Interagency Committee on Seismic Safety
in Construction (ICSSC), which is chaired by
the National Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology.

The ICSSC developed a set of ‘‘Standards
of Seismic Safety for Existing Federally Owned
or Leased Buildings and Commentary’’ (Stand-
ards), and recommends that Federal depart-
ments and agencies adopt these Standards.

The intent of the Standards is to identify com-
mon minimum evaluation and mitigation meas-
ures for all Federal departments and agencies,
and to allow all Federal entities to have an agen-
cy-conceived and controlled seismic safety pro-
gram for their existing owned or leased build-
ings. I have signed an Executive order adopting

these Standards. A copy of that order is at-
tached.

The Executive order adopts the Standards as
the minimum level of seismic safety for federally
owned and leased buildings. It requires seismic
evaluation and, if necessary, rehabilitation under
certain conditions identified in the Standards.
The order directs all Federal departments and
agencies to develop an inventory of their owned
and leased buildings within 4 years of signing,
and to estimate the cost of mitigating unaccept-
able seismic risks in their buildings.

Adoption of these Standards provides the crit-
ical first step for determining how these Stand-
ards can be applied to buildings that receive
Federal financial assistance or are regulated by
a Federal agency.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
Executive order is listed in Appendix D at the
end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Sanctions Against the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro)
December 1, 1994

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On May 30, 1992, in Executive Order No.

12808, the President declared a national emer-
gency to deal with the threat to the national
security, foreign policy, and economy of the
United States arising from actions and policies
of the Governments of Serbia and Montenegro,
acting under the name of the Socialist Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia or the Federal Republic

of Yugoslavia, in their involvement in and sup-
port for groups attempting to seize territory in
Croatia and the Republic of Bosnia and
Herzegovina by force and violence utilizing, in
part, the forces of the so-called Yugoslav Na-
tional Army (57 FR 23299, June 2, 1992). The
present report is submitted pursuant to 50
U.S.C. 1641(c) and 1703(c). It discusses Admin-
istration actions and expenses directly related
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